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FAITH OF OUR FATHERS
184 F.M. 421
San Gabriel Christian Church
San Gabriel, Texas

The following narrative gives a brief history of the San Gabriel Christian Church,
its locations, its founders, and a few of the trials overcome by the members. This history
gives meaning to this churches feeling that we exists now because of the “Faith of our
Fathers.”

The location of this present church is on F.M. 421 on the west side of Milam
County. It 1s in the small agricultural community called San Gabriel .If you travel from
Austin East on State Highway 79 to Thorndale, Texas, take a left at the light onto
F.M.486, stay on F. M. 486 till you reach FM 421 in San Gabriel. Take a left turn and go
one block. The church is on the right.

The soil here is black and rich, from two to ten feet deep in some places. There
are many rivers running through this part of the county. Some of these are the San
Gabriel River, Little River, Brazos, and many smaller creeks, such as the Brushy, Turkey
Creek, Alligator and Pecan Creek. The San Gabriel River has three different branches
that have their beginning in southwest Williamson County and join together in the town
of Georgetown, Texas. This river runs through the east side of Williamson into the west
side of Milam County

In the early 1700s, the land around the San Gabriel area was inhabited by various
Indian tribes. They are an important part of our local history as are some of the events
that happened to them.

The land was heavily forested near the many rivers and streams. The plains

adjacent to the rivers and streams had a rich black soil covered by tall prairie grasses. The




river running through the fertile valley was called the San Javriel. (as well as San Xavier
and many years later the San Gabriel.) Fray Isidro Felix Espinosa gave names to the San
Gabriel River and Brushy Creek. He called them the San Javril and Arroyo de Las
Benditas Animas in 1716. He camped on the banks of both streams. It is believed by
some that other Spanish and French explorers had been in the area before this. The river
was spring fed and received run-off from many creeks and sloughs flowing into it. The
fish were abundant and the water clear, running over a gravel bottom. !

It must have been a favorite area for some of the Indian tribes for there is still
evidence of their being here. This writer has land on the San Gabriel River where many
fine flint articles have been found. Usually these were found after several inches of rain
had fallen and washed them loose from the soil on the bank. There are still huge old
native pecan trees here and gentle sloping banks leading to the river. This was an ideal
place for camping, sitting on the bank and working on hunting weapons, washing,
cooking, and bathing. There were walnuts, pecans, dewberries, mulberries and large
catfish and other fish. It had abundant wild game on the prairie such as buffalo, deer, wild
horses, turkey, quail, and squirrels. It did and still does have a great many of these things
except buffalo and wild horses.

The names of some of these tribes in this area were the Lipan Apache, Coco,
Tonkawa, Mayeye, Deadose, Bidai, Orcoquiza, Hierbipiame, Karankawa, Yojuane, and
the fierce Comanche.

It was because of these Indians that the Catholic Church decided to send Friars

into the area. These Friars would become the first European settlers in the area. In the

18" century, El Cuilon petitioned Martin de Alarcon about missions being established

' Land of Good Water, pages 2-51, 54.
? Land of Good Water, page 60.




among the Ranchera Grande. A priest from the College of Santa Cruz de Queretaro, Fray
Mariano Francisco de los Delores y Viana (who in 1733 and 1734 had already met some
of the Indian tribes on the Brazos) pressed hard for action to be taken on establishing
missions. He wanted a mission on the San Xaviar. In January 1746, he went to the area
with some soldiers and mission Indians and had founded a mission before April 13, 1746.
He chose a spot about 2 miles west of where Arroyo Animas, now called Brushy Creek,
enters the San Xaviar. They received Royal permission for the proposed Mission in
December, 1747. They received permission to build three missions in this area.’

The Texas missions had a hard time, especially the ones on the San Xavier. They
were so far into the interior of Texas which was very close to the Apache. The Apache
kept harassing the Mission and its Indian converts. Some of the Mission Indians were
killed as well as three soldiers. The Mission Indians ran away to the woods, but were
finally talked back to the Mission by Father Mariano.

In February of 1749, the Mission San Idelfonso was being finished near the
juncture of the San Xavier River and Las Animas. There were nine missionaries put in
charge of the Coco Indians until the Candelaria Mission was finished. The Indians left the
Mission for a time and returned to their old camp near the Brazos and Colorado. They
became ill with smallpox and measles. The missionaries talked them into returning to the
Mission. The third mission, Nuestra de Senora de la Candelaria was finally finished on
April 14, 1749. All of the Missions were built on the south side of the river to help keep
them away from the warring Apache.

This was a fruitful area, but the soldiers were unhappy and lonely. They had a lot

of discipline problems. In June of 1750, Lieutenant Jose Jouquin de Eca y Musquiz

* Land of Good Water, page 59, and History of Milam County, TX, page 8.
5




surveyed the Missions to see if they should be moved. He recommended moving them,
but no action was taken. The planned irrigation project and dam on the San Xaviar was
begun on October 12, 1750.  On March 30, 1751, the needed presidio was finally started.
It was placed “two gunshots” up river from the San Xavier Mission. These missions and
other Texas missions did well until the end of 1751 when a new captain came to the San
Xavier Presidio. His name was Don Felipe de Rabago. He was guilty of bad conduct
while coming from Mexico to Central Texas. When he was in San Antonio, he had a
“liaison” with the wife of one of his men. . When they reached the presidio, he had the
man imprisoned and tortured. When told to ask for forgiveness, he ignored the Friars.
Some of his men were also guilty of bad conduct and refused to repent. Things were
beginning to be difficult at the Missions. When one of the Coco Indians was beaten by
the soldiers, the rest of the tribe ran away. Fray Jose Ganzabal excommunicated Rabago.
He ignored the Fray’s message. Juan Jose Zavallos, the husband of the woman Rabago
had a liaison with, was killed by a blunderbuss while talking to Fray Ganzabal in the
doorway. Fray Ganzabal was killed by an arrow. The rest of the missionaries fled the
Mission. One of the Indian residents of San Xaviar confessed that he and four soldiers
were told by Rabago to commit the murders.*

One of the priests wrote about seeing a huge fireball which circled from Presidio
to the Mission and back to the Presidio where it exploded with a huge blast. He told of
the river drying up and the land becoming uninhabitable because of drought and disease.
The Missions were finally closed in 1756 and moved to San Saba. These were also struck
by disaster. On a visit to the San Gabriel mission sites in 1907, historian Herbert Bolton

found the remains of the unfinished dam and rubble from the missions. He said that the

* History of Milam County, TX , pages 8-9, and Land of Good Water, page 63..
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rock used in the San Gabriel School and some chimneys in the area were from the old
Mission. The rock San Gabriel School was built in 1936 by the Work Project
Administration.’

Some of the Indians that Sterling Robertson’s colonials encountered in the late
1820s and 1830s were probably a continuation of the tribes who were inhabitants of the
Spanish Missions along the San Gabriel River.

The present name of San Gabriel evolved from San Javriel, a name used by some
earlier explorers as well as Stephen F. Austin in 1828, as he spelled the name on the map
he drew as San Javriel. His notes used the same spelling for the name. Our community,
located on both the north and south side of the river, eventually evolved into the town of
San Gabriel’

Early settlers wanted to settle in this fertile black land area and found it was under
the rule of the Mexican government. The Mexican government wanted to settle the area,
but only with settlers who were Catholic, or who would convert to Catholicism. Abigal
McLennan Fokes received a league of land out of the J.J. Liendo Survey on November 2,
1835. It extended to both sides of the San Gabriel River and included land where all three
future San Gabriel Christian Churches would be built.®

The area’s Indian tribes were still a problem and often caused trouble. One of
these incidents involved the McLennan family in 1835 soon after they arrived at their
landsite. Mr. John McLennan was Abigal Fokes’ brother’ and received his land grant in

1835. The Indians attacked their camp capturing McLennan’s wife Margaret and their

* Land of Good Water, page 58-64, and History of Milam County, page 8-9.

¢ Matchless Milam, page 6.

7 History of Milam County, Texas, pages 4-5.

¥ Story of Bell County, TX, page 532.

? Conflicting stories are given in most of these references as to whether this brother was named John or
Neill - one even gave the name Laughlin.
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two youngest children while John and his son were hunting. They managed to escape
when Margaret was able to undo their bonds while she had kept them all hidden in a
small cave till the Indians left. They returned to the camp where Mr. McLennan found
them a few days later. 10" There are several different stories about this incident. One of
them includes three of Abigail Fokes’ six children as well as the McLennan children."!

Other early settlers were the Mercer brothers, Peter and Jesse. They began
building a log cabin on the banks of the San Gabriel River near the present community of
San Gabriel in 1844. Mercer was one of the owners of the building in Washington on the
Brazos where the convention of 1836 had met and signed the Declaration of
Independence. Peter Mercer was killed by Indians who attacked him and his brother near
their cabin close to the river.'” Abigal Fokes set aside land for a cemetery near the San
Gabriel River on the top of a hill. Peter Mercer’s grave was the first plot in the Locklin
cemetery. Many of our members have family buried in this old and well maintained
cemetery. Settlers began moving into the area soon after this, even with the constant
threat of Indian attack.

A small group of “Campbellites” joined together on each Lord’s Day to hear
God’s Word and thus gain the strength to face another week of hardship. In the 1850s,
the little band of Christians became larger, and with strong leadership the church began to
outgrow the homes where they were meeting. In June, 1854, Martha Kolb, (who with her
husband, Peter, ran a mill on Kolb Hill and a toll bridge across the Brushy Creek B was
baptized by Evangelist Newman during a meeting. The congregation began to plan a

church building and reorganization of their fellowship. This small group, like so many

1% 1 and of Good Water, page 77.

" History of Milam County, Texas, page 20
12 Historic marker from Locklin Cemetary, and History of Milam County, TX, page 43-44,
' History of Milam County, Texas, pages 82-83.

8



others during those times, was unable to have a full-time minister. They depended on
traveling ministers for their meetings. This church was very fortunate to have strong
leaders in their group who kept them going between these visits by ministers. Old ,
church records say that Mr. Newman was a regular visitor to the area in 1854, 55, 56, 57,
and 58 baptizing many other converts. In 1854, Martha Kolb was the first recorded
baptism in our group, and she is buried in San Andres cemetery (between San Gabriel
and Rockdale). A picture of her tombstone is in the back of this document. Martha was
born on August 27, 1834, and died on March 30, 18-4 (the third number was unclear on
the old stone).'*

In 1859, the San Gabriel group was reorganized. At the end of this document are
copies of some of these “burned records” meticulously copied by Mrs. Cenia Camp and
her daughter, Isabelle Jackson with a signed statement by Mrs. Camp explaining where
they were obtained. We have included copies of some of these early records, in her hand,
that include the first members of the reorganized church. A list is given of each of the
pastors and evangelists. Some of them are very well known to those of us familiar with
Thorp Springs and the fledgling college which had its roots there. Some of the men who
held meetings at the San Gabriel Christian Church Fellowship were:

1878 ~Meeting by Randolph Clark & Father & Williams,

1879- Addison Clark & Pennington, |

1880-1886 J.A. Lincoln and W.K. Hamblen,

1881-Meeting by A.C. Mathis & Hamblen,

1892-Baptisms by Addison Clark.

" San Gabriel Official Church Records and monument in San Andres Cemetery, Rockdale, Texas
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1892 J. A. Lincoln and A. J. Bush had 123 converts.

Many references to these men are found in these and other books about Add-Ran
College or Texas Christian University “Texas Dis;iples” published TCU press,” pp. 143,
145, 146, 147, 148 and “Religion on the Texas Frontier” pp.73-103. [Copies of old files
1854-1904 are in the appendix].

These are others who helped to guide our early fathers and mothers in fnatters of
faith: The ones information could be found on were J.A. Lincoln, W. K. Hamblin, J.W.
Hamblen, Dr. Kendrick, and Sampson Connell.

1. A. Lincoln was born in 1846 in Lincoln County, Tennessee. Mr. Lincoln came
to Texas in March of 1850 with his family and is seen in our records quite often as a
member, evangelist, and later as pastor in the mid and late 1800’s. A letter from J. A.
Lincoln to his son Elmer, an attorney, was found in which he tells of thos¢ early days.

“Our lot was hard and we were poor and father was trying to pay for a
place, but just three miles away from home was a little band of disciples (called
“Campbellites™) who met every Lords Day. My mother would let me go over and
play with “A good boy”, but this good boys mother would make both of us go
over and meet with that little band and I soon took it all in and was ready to argue
mother out of Baptisms and father out of Hard Shellism, but they would not let
me argue when I was getting the best of it, but I kept slipping in pointed passages.

“In 1860 Dr. Kendrick was going to hold a “camp meeting” in three miles
of our home and I told father about it and I proposed to keep the baby and other
children while he and mother attended. They began going on Friday night and
continued till Monday night when they both made the “good confession” On their
return home I heard them say “this is a new turn in our lives and we must live up
to it.” I jumped out of bed and shouted for the first and last time in my life. My
father had been a rough man and ruled us children with an iron rod, but he soon
became the most tender-hearted, loving father I ever knew. Oh how often I’ve
been with him in meetings since and saw his consecrated tears roll down his
cheeks and his lips moving in prayer while I was preaching! But he rests in peace.

“Father and mother expected me to make the confession at the same
meeting but I deferred it until July, the third Sunday night in 1861, when Brother
Pennington, a gawky young preacher was preaching, and I was baptized the next

15 Official church records.
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day by W.F. Hamblin [W. K Hamblen]. Thus I began my career as a Christian at
15 years of age. Ikept on doing the best I could, till the latter part of 1862, when
I had to go into the army (Civil War).The circumstances of my going into the
army were peculiar. My father was conscripted, but I was not of age to go but
proposed to go in his place and make a good soldier, but he refused until I told
him plainly I would not stay and take the burden of the family and if he went I
would go in a different direction. At Austin on the first roll call I refused to
answer “to fathers name”. I made them insert mine, then procured an unlimited
furlough for father, and he never served a day in the army and I filled my own
place as a volunteer. At the close of the (Civil War) he was happy and so was L. I
have never been able to tell which I was better adapted for, the evangelistic work
or a pastorate, though I have succeeded in the evangelistic very well, having
baptized 11,678 persons. And now, as I am in the closing years of my life, my
children may want to know if I had my life to live over would I pursue the same
course-most assuredly. “Had I ten thousand hearts to give, Lord they should all be
thine.” Your father, J. A. Lincoln.” (Letter from J. A. Lincoln) '

There were many who had a great influence on the development of the Disciples
of Christ as it began to evolve from the pioneer isolation years of meeting in each others’
homes and having no organization in their group. They had very little connection to other
church organizations other than evangelist who brought word about developments in
other churches. During these years we were known as “Campbellites.” When we
formally organized in 1859, our old records refer to us as the “Church of God in San
Gabriel and Brushy Creek,” Milam County, Texas, organized on the Third Lord’s Day in
June, 1859, Wm. K. Hamblen and Sampson Connell, Elders. The charter members of our
church were:

Wm. K. Hamblen Elder

Sampson Connell Elder

Davia Connell

James Connell

James Stiles

J. W. Hamblen

' Discipliana, pp. 122-127
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Missourie Connell

Sarah J. Connell.

Margareft Stiles

Mary Mecheson

Wm. Mecheson

Cordilia Nelms

Wilson Wills

Margaret wills'’

This was the beginning. The church continued in the years following the
reorganization in 1859. On February 24, 1884, J. W. Hamblen donated two acres of land
to build a church on. The deed for this land was found at the Milam County Courthouse
in: DIR Vol. 12, pp. 287 & 288 showing 2 acres deeded to the Deacons, Jacob Isaac,
Hugh Moore, Richard Murry, and Wm. Barclay for the San Gabriel Christian Church by
J. W. Hamblen.

Sampson Connell was also elected Elder in 1859. At the young age of 15 he went
with his father to take supplies to the Alamo .It is believed that these supplies were the
last to make it to the Alamo. Samson and Missouri Connell were both members when the
church reorganized in 1859. In the early 1860s, Samuel could not join in the Civil War
because of a disability. He did join in the Milam Co. Militia serving in the Home Guard
during the Civil War. His father and his brother David took part in the Battle of San
Jacinto. Sampson Connell became a good farmer and built a log cabin for his family. He

and his wife Missouri had ten children .'8

7 Official church records.
'® Matchless Milam, p. 73
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Battle of San Jacinto. Sampson Connell became a good farmer and built a log cabin for
his family. He and his wife Missouri had ten children. 18
A picture of J. W. Hamblen is found in the appendix. (The sketch of the first

church was put on commemorative plates for our 100" Anniversary Celebration. The

original sketch is in our history book, Faith of our Fathers. The sketch was done by

A. M. Garrat.) In his biography, Mr. John Hamblen tells of a very frightening episode he
experienced at the age of fourteen. In history it was known as the “Run-away Scrape.”
This was the flight of the settlers as Santa Anna began his march through Texas in the
spring of 1836. The Hamblen family had many hardships and much sadness during that
hasty escape. Mrs. Hamblen had a two-day-old child when her family loaded she, the
new baby, and the other children in a wagon. With the haste, fright and confusion during
that trip, they lost three of their children and another child died shortly after they were
able to return home. In 1848 they came to Milam County. They were among the first
settlers along the San Gabriel River near the present town of San Gabriel."”

John Hamblen and his wife were both members of this Disciples of Christ
congregation. John recorded in his biography that, “his mother’s long and exceptionally
pious and useful life in its service...and under its influence and teaching all the children
of his brothers and sisters and his own have been reared..” **His mother made this her
home until her death on December 1878 when she was eighty three. “John W. Hamblen’s
name must stand always in the history of Milam County as one of her worthiest citizens.
While he has not been a public character, he has been a maker of history. He has seen the

rugged forests and wild prairies reduced to cultivated and arable fields. Identified with

'® Matchless Milam, p. 73
' History of Texas, Biography, p. 368.

2% History of Texas, p 369.
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the county while it was Mexican territory, he has lived to see many changes, and to be an
active participant in both the peaceful and violent revolutions that went on around him,
living under five governments: Mexican, Texas, United States, Confederate and again,
United States. He witnessed the gradual expulsion of the red man and the steady
advancement of the white race. He occupied Texas soil when the people cast off
Mexican government. He saw the country change from a dependency to an independent
republic, and was not an uninterested spectator when the new but vigorous republic asked
for admission to the American Union. He witnessed the movement that made Texas free
and the peaceable settlement by which she became one of the sisterhood of States; and he
has lived long enough to know that this State is destined to become the greatest in the
American zc:,ralaxy.”21 He was a leader in his community and his county as well as the San
Gabriel Christian Church. He and his brother, Wm. K. Hamblen, had a little mercantile
store in the community at one time. Their business interests were varied and successful.
Wm. K. Hamblen was born October 22, 1817, in Virginia and raised in Tennessee. He
later located in Milam County in 1848 and became a member of the Christian Church in
1856. He became their minister in 1860. John and William Hamblen had a large herd of
cattle running on the river bottoms of the San Gabriel and on the prairie. He married Mrs.
S. C. Blakemore. They had four children. His wife Mary died in 1863. He remarried in
1864 .The Hamblens had 14 children. About 1890, W. K. Hamblen felt he should move
to a town where his children could receive a good education. He and John liquidated the
cattle partnership and he and his family moved to Salado, Texas. In Bell and Milam
Counties he owned large tracts of land. He died on September 12, 1902. His wife, Alice

Gray Hamblen, died January 16, 1932. The Hamblen brothers were both very successful

21 Yistory of Texas, Together with a Biographical History, Milam., Williamson, Bastrop, Travis. Lee and
Burleson Counties, p.369-370. Story of Bell County, Texas, History p. 581.
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in business and in land.*”* They were especially interested in holding the little band of
“Campbellites” together as the group began to grow. Wm. K. Hamblen and John W.
Hamblen were both Elders. The minutes of Clerk C. N‘. Fokes state:” Wm. K. Hamblen,
set apart to the work of an Evangelist by fasting, prayer, and the laying on of hands on
this 7™ Day of August 1861.7%

The story is told in the Clark family about the time when James Asbury Clark
walked into this area back in the 1850s. He stopped at the Hamblen home place where he
was welcomed into the house but admonished that he was welcome to partake of their
supper but Hamblen’s wife and son were to get what little bacon they had. James A.
Clark soon joined the little congregation. The Clark family continues to be a part of this
on going work. Many family members are still actively supporting the present church. 2*

The members built their “Old White Church,” as it is now called, on a hill
between Pecan Creek and the San Gabriel River. It was near where Pecan Creek joins
the river.

In 1984 this story was told to me by Ned Culp, an Elder in our church. He related
what his father, John Franklin Culp, had told him about an incident at the Little White
Church. During a storm, lightening struck the church, and it caught fire. Members
Joined together to make a bucket brigade from the river. Mr. Culp was one of those on
the roof of the church. They were pulling away burning shingles from the roof and
dousing it with the buckets of water. The amazing part of his being there was that he had

a crippled leg. He yelled down to the men in the bucket brigade that if they didn’t hurry,

2 History of Texas, Together with a Biographical History, Milam, Williamson, Bastrop, Travis, Lee and
Burleson Counties, p.369-370. Story of Bell County, Texas, History p. 581.

% Church records
* Interview with Harry W. Clark by Jayne Thompson around 1986.
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it was going to burn to the ground.”® Evidently the fire had created much damage to the
church, the roof, interior, and its contents, (including the records). The men of the church
managed to put out the fire and to salvage the burned church records which were later
copied by Mrs. Cenia Whitfield Camp. She found them in the possession of Mr. C. N. Fokes, of
San Marcos, Texas. The former Church Clerk had kept these old burned and singed records.
Statements received from Brother J. K.P. Barclay, Ella Lincoln Simmis, daughter of John A.
Lincoln, and from Alice Hamblen Porter daughter of Wm. K. Hamblen are in accord with these
dates. These record leaves are old and yellow with age. The outside edges are burned showing
that someone rescued them from the flames. Isabel Camp Jackson finished copying the old
records after the death of her mother on January 13, 1936.%

Several years after the fire at the Old White Church, the congregation moved to the north
side of the river; however, the actual reason for the congregations’ move is not known. I am
sitting at my desk, looking out the picture window at a scene showing an overflowing Pecan
Creek. This gives me a very good idea why this Old White Church was abandoned in favor of a
new location. ] happen to own the property where the first Church was located. It was on a hill in
the fork of the Pecan Creek and the San Gabriel River. Every time we have a heavy rain storm,
Pecan Creek races across the area out of its bank .It joins the river to the right of my place. This

means in a storm the church was inaccessible. If members were there they could not get out for

some time.

% Interview with Ned Culp by Jayne Thompson around 1986. (verified by his grandson, Lamond Culp.)

%% QOriginal records of San Gabriel Church, 1936.
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This is a recent picture taken after a 4” rain west of Jayne Thompson’s house.

On February 16, 1901, a meeting was held and the church decided by a 102
member vote to move the services to the other side of the river. The location was in the
village of San Gabriel. The decision was made by a 2/3 majority with 68 voting for and
34 against. They met in the old three-room San Gabriel School. On February 24, 1901, a
building committee was elected. On this day, J.A. Clark was reinstated as an Elder,
having been elected as an Elder in the Christian Church of San Gabriel, Texas, prior to
this. Services were held in the old school for some time while plans were made to build
the new church.”’

The land for the new church was donated by Henry F. and Lucy Baird. It was 1%
acres out of the Abigal Fokes Survey to Elders of the San Gabriel Christian Church, Dr.
F. M. Whitfield, C.N. Fokes, and J. A. Clark-July 29, 1901 Vol. 61 pp. 399 400-401
Milam County, Texas.

“In 1866 San Gabriel consisted of one home, that of Mr. Bill Barclay. He was a

bachelor at that time. He was the postmaster, Justice of the Peace, and storekeeper, all in

" Minutes from official church records, 1901.
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his home. He owned 88 acres in and adjoining San Gabriel.—Henry Francis Baird and
Lucy Ann Rigsby married March 26, 1867 in Garrard County, Kentucky. They left
shortly after that time for Texas. Arriving in Cameron, Texas. Henry went to the County
Judge at the court house asking about jobs near by. The County Judge sent him to Tom
Felton’s ranch near San Gabriel. He began work for him splitting rails and building fence
for .50 cents a day. They lived in a little one room cabin. They met Mr. Will Glasscock at
church and about one and a half years later received 100 acres from Mr. Glasscock to
plant cotton and all he could grub and cultivate free for one year. This was his beginning.
He was able to buy a section of land from Mr. John Hamblen at $18.00 an acre. He paid
for it as you would pay rent, 1/3 corn, 1/4 cotton raised. The land had to be cleared
before it could be cultivated.

Henry and Lucy Baird had 15 children. There were 7 boys and 8 girls. All helped
to work the land. They maintained about one and a half acres as a home garden. About
fifteen hogs a year were butchered in the winter for their meat. The children of Henry and
Lucy Baird were: Joseph David, Emma Frances, Martha Susan, Henry Samuel, Lura
Belle, Oliver Perry, Eliza May, Lucy Ora Alma, Archie Logan, James William, Myrta
Ellen, Nora Lacey, Andrew Franklin, and Clarence Augustus.28 The Baird family still
attends the San Gabriel Christian Church. Currently, Lucy Baird Shelton is an Elder, the
Secretary of the San Gabriel Christian Church, and Music Director. Many other members
of the family are also active members

The congregation chose Ed Sontag to be their contractor and local labor was used.
The records show that most of the supplies and labor were donated. The list in the

Church minutes show the following donations: Seats for Church House, Donations for

%8 This information is in a letter belonging to Lucy Baird Shelton written to her from her father, Clarence
Augustus Baird. Mrs. Shelton has possession of the letter.
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lamps, Contributions paying for Church House Materials, Contributions for Painting,
Many hours of labor contributed, One months board for carpenter and horse. The amount

spent for work and Material were:?

Ed C. Sontag (24 Days Work) $50.50 Paid Balance Due Barge -120.00
J.W. Faulkner 14.00 Total Cost- $937.75
Tin for Valley 25 .

E.C.S. Balance on work 19.50

Painting House 44.75

Balance as per receipts 521.10

Paid J. C. Elliot 30.40

“  for painting 00.00

“  Ed Sontag 2.00

“  Urbin Tenim 35

“  For Seating 125.00

“  Balance for seats 9.65

The first meeting was held in the new building (second actual building) on
November 10, 1901, with Dr. Whitfield conducting the service and W. H. Floore giving
the first sermon in the new house. One of our old record books indicates the church had a
strong Christian Women’s Board of Missions. In July 1912 the group numbered 26. In

1914 their record book shows these ladies picked cotton together to reach their Mission

goal.*®

Names on the Mission Board roll were:>!

Mrs. Cenia Whitfield Camp
Mrs. Annie Camp

Mrs. Hattie Gilchrist

Mrs. Leah Whitfield

Mrs. M M. Barclay

Mrs. Abbie Hutson

Mrs. Ella Holley

Miss Lillian Bar¢lay

Mrs. Kate Woody

Mrs. Viva Camp

2 Official church records, 1900.

*® Official church records, 1901.

*! Treasurer’s Book for the Christian Women’s Board of Missions, December 1912, page 8-10. (part of
handwritten official church records)
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Mrs. Annie Lou Davis
Mrs. Shavers

Mrs. Joslin

Mrs. Annie Bolton
Mrs. Hume Davis
Mrs. Susie Felton
Mrs. Faulkner
Mrs. Maud Adams
Miss Ethel Webb
Mrs. Conn

Mrs. Webb

Miss Lawson

Mrs. Griffith

Mrs. John Davis
Mrs. Media Clark
Mrs. John Young

Mrs. Mildred Culp remembered the summer camp meetings held at the river each
summer at the Penn Tabernacle and the revivals at the Baird Brush Arbor. My father,
Harry W. Clark, told us about his memories of those days. He said that he and some of
the boys would go down to a spring on the bank of the river. They would duck under the
water and clean it out then would jam a barrel over it. The barrel would fill with water
and they would dip it out with buckets ‘til it was clear. Then people got their drinking
water from that barrel.

Mrs. Mildred Culp said every one took baskets of food, quilts and other supplies
to the river in their wagons. “During those early years till somewhere around September
1921 meetings were called, “Camp Meetings.” They were held every summer at the Penn
Tabernacle, which was near San Gabriel on the north side of the river.. Local people from
all churches and some who had moved away came and camped for ten days. Traditionally
this began on Friday night before the third Sunday in July of every year. No notification
had to be sent to anyone. Crops were usually “laid by”, but some men who came had to
return home in the afternoon to feed and water their mules. Cows or chickens, gather

eggs, milk or turn the cows and calves out together. There was no electricity so the best
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light available was a flickering windblown gas light. At night parents with children would
locate themselves around the outer edge of the tabernacle so a palate could be spread out
for them to sleep on. On Sunday everyone would come with baskets bulging with food
and white starched tablecloths would be spread on the ground in a long line and lunches
would be spread on these. No thought was given to the inconvenience or the back-
breaking work it took. I guess that was before the time of flies, mosquitoes, and ants!
The afternoon was spent in visiting, singing and resting. Before church-time the remains
of lunch were spread out again. Food poisoning and the bacteria which caused foods to
spoil must not have been known about either! Most mothers had to change their
childrens’ clothes before time for night services for them to be presentable. Before the
meeting began the men would go down and re-cut the steps and reshape them so people
could get down to the river. The spring which provided all the cold water needed was
prepared. Ice would be brought out from town and placed in a saw dust lined pit and
covered with saw dust. Where would you find saw dust today? With the above
circumstances and inconveniences who would be that faithful today?”

A storm came through causing damage to the old school and the Church. It blew
the Church off of its foundation. The members dismantled what was left of the church,
and the lumber was carefully stacked and ready to rebuild.*

In September of 1921, a hurricane off of the Gulf caused a record breaking rain
fall. In Milam and Williamson County flooding became a disaster. The rain came down
from Thursday night through Saturday. Thrall, Texas, received a total of 38.21 inches of

rain in one 24 hour period. Taylor received 23.11 inches.*® It was believed that 91 people

*2 In note for 100th Anniversary by Mildred Culp, 1956.
33 Official church record minutes, 1914,
3 Land of Good Water, page 370-371.

21




were drowned or missing due to these floods. The San Gabriel River, Brushy Creek and
many of the smaller creeks were on a rampage after these waters got to them. The
Jlowlands in the San Gabriel area were a huge lake. It was said that ten thousand acres of
lowland were impacted by the disaster. The wood that had been carefully stacked to
rebuild the San Gabriel Christian Church was lost to the flood water. The flood washed
away the Penn Tabernacle where all the camp meetings had been held.

After the Flood in 1921, the members decided to build on a higher spot across the
road from the old site near the school. Once again Christians met in the 0ld School while
plans were made to rebuild. A building committee composed of Hardin H. Camp, J. M.
Gilchrist, W. T. Johnson, and W. H. Camp Sr. bought land from Andrew F. Baird and his
wife Annie on October the 4, 1922. This deed is found at the Milam County Court house
in Vol. 696 p. 807.

Harden H. Camp was a Member of the San Gabriel Christian Church being
baptized by Brother Sears in 1919. Mr. Camp was a successful businessman in Milam
County and was the President of the Rockdale State Bank for many years. Mr. Harden H.
Camp was the husband of Cenia Whitefield Camp. He was born on August 2, 1870 in
Monroe, Georgia, and died on May 25, 1947 in San Gabriel, Texas. Cenia Whitfield
Camp was born in Mortons Gap, Kentucky, on November 20, 1875, and died in January
of 1936. At the time of her death she was working on copying the old burned records of
the San Gabriel Christian Church. Mrs. Camp was a faithful and diligent worker in the
church. She was baptized by J. A. Lincoln in 1890. She wrote poetry and a book of her
poetry was published . The name of the volume was “The Continuing Voice” of Cenia
Whitfield Camp, published in 1937 by Clyde C. Cockrell & Sons, Dallas, Texas. Mrs.

Cenia Whitfield Camp’s parents were Dr. and Mrs. F. M. Whitfield. Mrs. Leah Whitfield
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wore a little white bonnet some of our members recalled. She made the bread for the
Lords supper each week and brought it in a little covered basket. Mr. Camp built a
beautiful home for his family. It was in the old Southern plantation style. A picture of
this home is included. His son Ike Camp was baptized in 1922, and his wife Frances
Stephens Camp was baptized in August of 1939 by Mr. Abbot. The couple lived in the
home after his mother’s death. Mrs. Frances Camp lives in the family home now with
her daughter Carol Simank and family. Carol is also a member of this church. She was
baptized in February of 1954, at a revival in Rockdale, preached by Roy Brewtin.>®

Mr. J. M. Gilchrist, another member of the building committee for the new
church, was the Church Clerk from 1919- 1922. He and his wife Hattie Johnson
Gilchrist, son Weldon and wife Maebeth were also members of San Gabriel Christian
Church. Mrs. Maebeth Gilchrist was a Church trustee and an Elder until infirmity kept
her from being active. At that time she was made Elder Emeritus. Their son, John
Gilchrist, was an Elder and Chairman of the Board, until he and his wife Rhonda moved
to Bryan, Texas. His children are John, Stacy, and Lisa. Weldon and Maebeth’s
daughters, Claire Gilchrist Fryer and Jane Ann Gilchrist Lange, are on the church roll.
Jane Ann passed away in 2004. A son, Joe, and his wife, Margie, were members of the
congregation. Joe passed away some time ago. Joe and Margie had four children Trey,
Kenneth, Sandra and James. Trey and wife Karen live in the Gilchrist family home.

Mr. Tamp W. Johnson, building committee member, was made an Elder of the
Church in November of 1936. He served in that capacity until his death. He joined the
Church in 1892. He served as Sunday School Superintendent in the years 1919- 1929. He

was married to Lena Terry Johnson.

*> From an interview with Carol Simank, granddaughter of H.H. Camp and Church records.
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William Hope Camp Sr. joined the San Gabriel Christian Church in 1898. He was
married to Annie Felton Camp in 1895. He was the son of Asbury Murrel Camp. Mrs
Camp was the daughter of Thomas Walter Felton. Both of these families came to San
Gabriel in the mid 1850s. *°

All of their children were members of this church. Mr. Camp was a farmer and a
business owner. He owned and operated a cotton gin and a garage in the San Gabriel
Community. Mrs. Annie Camp kept the old church bell after the flood. She kept it safe
inside her front gate till the present church was built. The bell was found there and
repaired. Many members of the church and community contributed to this project of
restoring the old bell. Mr. Will Lee, member of a pioneer family who were members of
this church, told us in a letter how important that bell was to the whole community.
Everyone was glad to have it restored. A bell tower was built to house the historic old
bell and it has rung each Sunday and on special occasions since the early fifties. 37

The present church (third building) was built by contractor John Harris on land
bought from Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Baird. The Andrew Bairds lived in a home just about
where the front of the church is located. Andrew Baird was the son of Henry F. and Lucy
Baird. The deed is filed at the Milam County Courthouse in Cameron, Texas, Vol. 698,
pp.805-807. The present building was completed in July of 1924 3#

The first couple to be married in the church was Edith Randolph Clark and Floyd
Duncan. Mrs. Floyd (Buddy) Duncan was baptized in 1924 by Rev. J. W. Holsapple.

Floyd (Buddy) Duncan was baptized by Rev. Klingman in August of 1935. They had two

%% Matchless Milam. P.66.
37 Matchless Milam, p. 66 and official church records.
3% Matchless Milam, p. 66 and official church records.
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daughters, Helen Jo Duncan Pierce and Mary Ann Duncan Field. A picture of this couple
is included in the appendix.

In the early years, after the third church was built, the decision was made to try
and preserve some of our older and important items. Mrs. Ione Culp, wife of Ned Culp,
and Mildred Culp, wife of Bremond Culp, had a large wood and glass case made for
these items. They constructed a large book out of heavy card board on which they placed
the old sketches and the history of our church. The sketch was done in charcoal by A. M.
Garrat of New Mexico. In the appendix is a picture of the original charcoal drawing
which is stored in this book. This book is over 50 years old at this time and beginning to
deteriorate. We will attempt to place some of these items in an acid free environment.
This large book, kept in a glass front case, has hung on the wall of our Sanctuary for over
50 years.

Mildred Culp and Mrs. Ione Culp were sisters. These two ladies helped to instill
the special feeling most of us have for this church and its congregation. Both of them
were teachers and spent many years in that profession. They were also very talented
musically and were artistic. Their husbands were brothers and held just about every
position in the church. They were faithful members and you could depend on them doing
the job they were given. Ned and Ione Culp had one son, Larry Lamond Culp. There are
many people all over the country that received some type of musical tutoring from Mrs.
Ione Culp. She was very talented at the piano and worked long hours with the vocalist
singing in the quartets, duets, and those singing solos. She carefully marked our music

books with special notations for breathing, soft, or loud. I still have my choir books and
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sheet music with her distinct notes. . We knew a song had hit the mark when Mrs. Tone
got goose bumps on her arms.”
On the next page is a picture of an award certificate received by the Adult Class

on February 24, 1909.

It hangs on the wall in the Adult Class. It is very old but it shows the names of all
of the members of that Class.

During World War II our community had a lot of its young people in the service.
On December 19, 1941, a care package was sent to each of those servicemen with a hand
made card inside with the home made cake, cookies, and candy.

I wrote about the old charcoal sketch of the original Church. It is very fragile and
cannot be removed from the big “Faith of Our Fathers” book which contains our church
history and old pictures.

Mr. Wallace Allen Conn was a good example of what a faithful and dependable

church member should be. He was born on February 19, 1897. His parents were Ira

% Personal memories of Jayne Thompson.
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Boone Conn and Sally Davis Conn. Ira Conn was baptized by J. A. Lincoln in 1895 Mr.
Conn’s mother, Sally Davis, was a descendant of Cynthia Ann Parker Allen Conn loved
farming as did his father, and they did it well. Allen continued working on the family
farm after his father’s death and did so for over 50 years. He graduated from the old San
Gabriel High School. He served as the San Gabriel School Board President for over 20
years. He joined the San Gabriel Christian Church at age 12. Mr. Conn was elected an
Elder and served as S.S. Superintendent for 25 years. All of his children were baptized
into this church. He married Ruth Davis in 1917. Peter Franklin, Bill, and Mary
Elizabeth were born to this union. His wife passed away at a young age. He then met and
married Evelyn Modesett who was a teacher. Mrs. Evelyn Conn graduated from
Southwest State Teachers College in San Marcus. They had two children, Annabelle
Conn Heine and Peggy Allen Conn Seelig. Annabelle Conn Heine and her family still
live on the family farm which has long since passed the century mark.*

Chester Lee Crow was born in 1906 in Austin, Texas. He is listed in our church’s
Black Ideal record book as being a minister here in 1928. He served 2 Sundays a month
while he was a ministerial student. He received the A. B degree from Texas Christian
University in Ft Worth, Texas. He then attended Brite Divinity School in Ft. Worth
where he received his B. D. He began his ministry in Mission, Texas, in 1931. He was a
minister at Mexia, Lake Charles, Louisiana and was the minister for Hyde Park Christian
Church, where he grew up. From 1939 to 1948, he was the Pastor of First Christian
Church of Garland, Texas, until his retirement in 1970. In 1948 he was called as Regional
director of religious education for Texas. In 1953 he became general secretary for the

Texas Board of Christian Churches. After this he became director of the pre-ministerial

% Matchless Milam, pp. 72-73, official church record books, and interview with Mr. Allen Conn’s
daughter, Annabelle Heine of San Gabriel, Texas.
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program at Eureka, College in Illinois. He was married to Elizabeth Miller. They had five
daughters. Articles were written about his death and recorded in the “Disciples” news
from the Disciples of Christ.

Chester Crow passed away on September 23, 1984. Mrs. Crow is still teaching
and ministering to others. I met Mrs. Crow at Broadway Plaza in Ft Worth when my
husband Kenneth Thompson was there after having a stroke which paralyzed his left side.
Mrs. Crow was the first visitor we had. We visited daily for 4 months. Her apartment was
across from his. She is a resident of Broadway Plaza ALU Unit. Despite her age
limitations she teaches Bible Study Class each day at 10.00 a.m. and also visits all the
shut-.ins on 3 floors. She told us that she met Mr. Crow when he came to Mission, Texas
to be their pastor. She said they had a busy but very happy life. She still attends church
every Sunday at University Christian Church.

In 1984 the congregation voted to build an additional building. The decision was
made to make it a multi purpose building. Our space was very limited so the building was
built next to the Sanctuary. It was built with donations from members, friends of the
church, and church members doing the work. The contractor was Gene Kirk Baird. The
women of the church prepared meals for the workers. The new building had a kitchen. It
gave us needed space for classes, social gatherings, and youth activities. We have
outgrown it in 2004.

The church has purchased the property next to us from Mr. and Mrs. Zane Stigall.
We now have a large play area, a house that may be used as a parsonage or office. We

now have room to build a much larger building to be used as a Family Life center.
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Special Celebrations were held on our 75" Anniversary, 100™ Anniversary, 125"
Anniversary, and on our 149™ Anniversary. On the Third Lord’s Day in June 1929, our
75" anniversary was observed with Dr. Jewett of the University Bible Chair.

On the Third Lord’s Day in June 1954, June the 20th, the 100th Anniversary of
the San Gabriel Christian Church was celebrated with Brother Newton Robinson of First
Christian Church at Amarillo, Texas, speaker for the morning service. Brother Chester L.
Crow was speaker at the afternoon service.

The 125" birthday of the oldest Milam County Church congregation was well
attended and a truly joyous success. Dr. John Stewart, professor at Brite Divinity School,
T.C.U, highlighted the morning service with a most inspiring message. Reverend Theo
McElroy retired minister of Hyde Park Christian in Austin, Texas with another timely
message in the afternoon service. Mrs. T. N. Wood, an accomplished pianist, with Mr.
Joe Palmaro playing the violin, furnished beautiful music for the service. Special music
was presented by Mary Stigall, Larry Culp, Mildred Culp, and the choir. The church
would like to thank each person who had a part in the program, Henry Tyler, Rockdale
Christian Church, Thorndale Baptist Church.

On October 8, 1997, we became aware of a group of our local people meeting
under shade trees and on porches even when the weather was bad. They had formed a
small worship group. When our church heard about this it reminded us of our beginnings.
We talked to our Latino brother, Jimmy Hinistrozo, who visited our congregation
regularly. He talked to them then came back with the details and their hopes for the
future. We held a business meeting and the decision was made to offer them the use of
our sanctuary for a set period of time while they made plans. They were meeting in the

sanctuary in January after our service was over. Each Sunday they left us an unsolicited
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donation for the use of the building. The money they left was put away for them to use as
“seed”” money when their plans were made. The little congregation grew and we had to
hurryl to leave the parking lot each Sunday so our brothers and sisters would have room to
park. The time came when Brother J immy gave them a plot of land and they weré ready
to build. We presented them with their “seed” money. They were surprised and happy to
have a head start. It was wonderful to watch God work as donations began to come in for
them. Members (providing labor and their special talent) built a lovely building that was
completely paid for when it was finished. We sent flowers for their dedication on May
12,2002. On May 3, 2003, they held their first anniversary celebration. On May 8,
2003, our church voted to send them $300.00 a month for Sunday School literature. This

was to be considered again at the end of six months time.
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Choir (left) during Anniversary program
Church members (right) entering sanctuary

Shown above are pictures of our choir singing a special at their dedication service
and members entering as well as the cover of the program.. It has been almost two years
now, and they have almost completed an education building. The little group is now a
large congregation.

In 2003 the San Gabriel Christian Church joined the Bastrop Baptist Church in a
church building mission to Mexico. Supplies that they were able to take with them were
gathered and the group left for Mexico. Some members taught a Bible school and craft
class for the children while adult church members worked on the building. At night our
Pastor friend Jimmy Hinistroza brought the message in Spanish. By the time the group
had to leave they had dried the building in and had it roofed. They plan another trip the
summer of 2004

Reverend Robert Wimp retired as Senior Pastor at San Gabriel Christian Church
in January of 2004 after seventeen years. He lives in Smithville, Texas, with his wife Pat

and their son John. On February 16, 2003, the congregation presented him with a car.
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Ray Barron was called to be the Senior Minister of San Gabriel Christian Church
effective March 1, 2004. Ray Barron and his wife Barbara live in San Gabriel. Barbara
Northcott Barron joined this church in 1953. She was baptized by Charles Reader in
Taylor.

In July of 2004, our church building will be 80 years old. On the Third Lord’s
Day in June, 2004, our congregation will be 150 years old. The San Gabriel Christian
Church continues to thrive. With the new land purchase next to the Church, our
congregation is planning on growth and beginning more projects to continue God’s work
in our community.

Names of ministers, clerks, and elders are listed in the appendix.

I will close this report with a quote from Mrs. Mildred Culp, given in her speech
at the 125™ anniversary:

“It is most gratifying to me and I think I can speak for our membership, that such
love for Christ and His church has been instilled in those who worshipped in this church.
As children that now when they are at home away from San Gabriel-they show concern
for this their early church. Their love and concern leads them to send love gifts to our
church. We take no credit for this, for the Faith of our Mothers and Fathers planted those
seeds of love, faith, and concern. We may have watered them sometime sparingly, but
God has given us the increase.

When we work with our Father, His blessings always come as he promised.”*!

The planned location for the marker in the front of the church will be at the end of

the new brick sign facing the road

! Minutes from the 100" Anniversary of San Gabriel Christian Church, 1954.
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Proposed location of marker

A special note of thanks:

There were several ministers we would like to bring attention to. I believe this is
often a very thankless job and when done so well should be noted. The firstisJ. A.
Lincoln whose story was told earlier, Colbert Cartright, T.V. Lewis, and Robert Wimp.
Others were all of the many evangelists who traveled so many miles to bring God’s Word
to so many small and remote communities. Many of the names cannot be found in the

records, but if relatives are aware of services rendered, we “Thank you.”
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APPENDIX

A

Picture of J.W. Hamblen

Tombstone for Martha Kolb in the San Andres Cemetery in San Gabriel on FM 908
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Purchased the land for the third church building from this couple.
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H.H. Camp Cenia Whitfield Camp

Mrs. Camp is the Church Clerk who recopied all the burned church records.

Picture of their home in San Gabriel. It has been lived in by four generations of their
family.
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Statement by Cenia Camp about copying the church records

This is a copy from the Faith of our Fathers book of the original charcoal sketch of the
first building by A. M. Garrat

38



Commemorative plates and a pencil/ink sketch of the present church
by Mary Rowland of Thrall, Texas

- = =
-

The large framed “Faith of our Fathers” Book
of recorded documents and pictures.
Presently located in the San Gabriel Christian Church
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sent to all veterans located in our area.
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The parsonage in which Mr. and Mrs. T.V. Lewis lived in the 1950s.
It was an apartment built for schoolteachers.

Mrs. Mildred Culp and Mrs. Ione Culp
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Associate Pastor Ray Barron handing Brother Wimp the keys to his car
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Trustees Gussie Oslick and Jayne Thompson simgning the papérs for the closing of the
property next to the church, 2004
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icture taken around 1924 of Harry Wayne Clark and Ike Camp. The church is
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The parents are members of the church

and the picture was taken from the home of Harry Wayne Clark.

the upper left part of the picture.
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RECORD OF MINISTERS
San Gabriel Christian Church

Newman

Hamblen, W. K.

McCarty

Hamblen, W.K.

Williams, G.W.

Hamblen, W .K.

Hamblen, and Lincoln
Lincoln, J.A.

Hamblen, W.K.

Young, F.L. and Pennington
Hamblen and Floore
White

Lincoln, J.A.

Clark, Addison, and Graves
Clark, Addison, and Smith
Lincoln and Haywood
Williams and Ferguson
Lecraft

Lincoln, Lecraft and Floor
Lincoln, Lecraft and Nance
Saunders, B.B.
McPherson, Chalmers
Webb, Polk C.

Shelburne, Cephas

Sears and Douthit
Herndon, P.F.

Holsapple, John Wright
Dallas, W.O. and Scoville
Roberts,R.E.

Byerly, L.O.
Crow,Chester L.

McElroy, Theodore

Bebe, Rev.

Klingman

Wolfe, Ralph

Crone, H.F.

Shropshire, Bro. Bill

Stiner and John Rutherford (Brite divinity students came on alternating weekends
/ other names not recorded)

Dennis, Jesse A.
Walter, Hehl
Hunt, Arthur
McDonald, John
Reader, Charles

1854-1858
1859
1860

1861-62, 1863

1876-78
1879
1880-83
1884-85
1886
1887
1888
1889
1890-95
1896
1897
1898
1899
1900
1901
1902-03
1904-1911
1912
1912-14
1915-16
1917-1921
1922-23
1924
1925-26
1927
1928
1928-29
1929-33
1933
1934
1935-36
1937-38
1938

1947-50
1950
1951

1951-52

1952-53
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Barber, Charlie 1953-55

Dennis, J.A. 1955-56
Lewis, Tom V. 1956-57
Stewart, Dr. John 1957-58
Chamey, Hubert 1958
Duragan, Harold 1959

(During the period 1959-1976, several Brite students and lay ministers filled in
including Jim Looney, Walter Barnes,
RaymondThomas Underwood, Henry Tyler, and

Homer Maxwell,
Colbert S. Cartwright T.B.A. Area Minister)
Dan Carroll
Kirtley, Ed 1976-77
McMillan, John 1977-80
Midkiff, Bo 1981-83
Spitter, Rodney
Lewis, Roose
Anderson, Kevin
Fraim, Edward 1984-86
Wimp, Robert 1987-2004
Barron, Elton Ray 2004-present
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C. N. Fokes

RECORD OF CHURCH CLERKS

San Gabriel Christian Church

F.M. Whitfield

Annie Felton Camp

J. M.Gilchrist

Cenia Whitfield Camp

Annie Felton Camp

Mrs. Ned (Ione) Culp

Mrs. Chester (Gussie) Oslick*

*(lerk/treasurer combined

Mrs. Gladys Hutson

Mrs. W.J. (Maebeth) Gilchrist
Mrs. Bremond (Mildred) Culp
Mrs. Gary (Jackie) Oslick
Mrs. Gene (Carolyn) Baird
Mrs. Buster (Marie) Guthrie
Mrs. Donna Harris

Mrs. Lucy Baird Shelton
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1893-1902
1903-1904
1911-1919
1919-1922
1922-1936
1936-1952
1952-1960

1967-1984
1984-1985
1985-1988
1988-1992
1992-1996

1996-present




RECORD OF ELDERS

San Gabriel Christian Church
Date of appointment
Wm. K. Hamblen 1859
Sampson Connell 1859
J. R. Moore 1879
J. W. Hamblen 1879
John Moore 1879
J.G. Moore 1882
Dr. F. M. Whitfield 1882
W.H. Barclay 1893
C.N. Fokes 1893
J.A. Clark 1901
J.H. Johnson 1911
J.K.P. Barclay 1911
T.T. Johnson
C.E. Bartlett 1936
1.D. Griffith 1936
W.T. Johnson 1936
Allen Conn 1936
Harry Gambill 1948
Ned Culp 1976
Bremond Culp 1976
Mildred Culp 1976
James (Buster) Guthrie
Mabeth Gilchrist August 1995 Made Honorary Elder Aug. 20, 2002
Larry Gene Henry August 1995 Died Jan. 1997
Ray Barron January 1997
John Gilchrist Sept.1995

James (Buster) Guthrie (made Honorary Elder, Oct. 1995)
J. Edwin (Buddy) Stigall (made Honorary Elder, Oct. 1995)

Gene Northcott August 2000
Lucy Baird Shelton September 2002
Gussie Oslick 2003

Jayne Henry Thompson May 16, 2004
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The following eleven pages are copies of the original burned pages.
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San Gabriel Christian Church
Member Roll May 16, 2004

/

Andrews, Pearl ’ Deceased
Ash, Karen C. Cypert

Atkins, Kimberly Stacy

Atkins, Kassandra

Baird, Emma Texanna Culp Decreased
Baird, Bobby Joe

Baird, Gene Kirk

Baird, Kirk Wayne

Baird, Michele

Barron, Elton Ray

Barron, Barbara Northcott

Strickland, Brittani Baskin

- Baird, Melissa Jean

Baird, Jerrith Levi

Cairns, Beatrice Anness Deceased
Culbertson, Serena Lynn Williams

Culbertson, Michael Lance

Culbertson, Larry Joseph

Culbertson, Robert Lawrence

Culp, John Bremond Deceased

Culp, Mildred Griffith Deceased

Culp, Ned Newton Deceased

Culp, Ione Griffith Deceased

Culp, Larry Lamond

Culp, Elaine

Culp, Donald Warren

Culp, Linda

Culp, Traci

Culp, Joshua Harrison Baptized Dec. 1996 by Reverend Bob Wimp
Culp, Lauren Harrison

Cuba, Cody Transferred to St. John’s Lutheran
Clark, Harry O. Deceased

Clark, Yetta - Deceased

Cervenka II, Charles ' :

Cervenka, Patricia (Patty) Trudell
Dymke, Robert L.

Dymke, Pamela Love

Fincher, Kevan

Fincher, Gelenda

Fletcher, Pat Deceased
Gilchrist, Joe Deceased
Gilchrist, Margie
Gilchrist, Mabeth
Guthrie, James (Buster) Deceased

Guthrie, Marie







Guthrie, Jimmy

Harris, Donna

Harris, Alvin (Buddy)
Harris, Ruby (Murry)
Heine, Annabelle Conn
Henry, Larry Gene
Hernandez, Diane Northcott
Hernandez, Crystal

Hines, Frank Curtis

Hines, A.

Hines, Frances

Hines, Weldon

Heleman, Marvin

Heleman, Nancy Barron
Hinistrosa, Ellen
Hinistrosa, Felix

Johnson, Helen Murry
Leatherwood, Carolyn Baird
Lopez, Nicole Williams
Lopez, Kristopher Chase Williams
Meador, Nathaniel Seth
Northcott,Eugene
Northcott, Betty
Northcott,Gary Allen
Northcott, Diane T.
Newland, Jacqueline Shillings
Newland, Kristopher Lee
Oslick, Gussie

Oslick, Douglas

Oslick, Renee

Oslick, Gary

Oslick, Jackie

Oslick, Theodore (Ted)
Oslick, Jean

Palmaro, Joseph

Palmaro, Ouida Baird
Pumphrey, Karen Lois Shillings
Pumphrey, William Henry
Rutter, David

Rutter, Laura Clark
Sanderson, Mark Randell
Sanderson, Rachel Morgan
Shaw, Virginia Leigh
Shelton, Thomas Woodrow
Shelton, Lucy Baird
Shelander, Kory Lynn
Shillings, Joseph Anthony
Shillings, Hannah Jo

Deceased
Assisted living, Round Rock

Deceased

Deceased

Deceased

Assisted Living

Transferred to St. John’s Lutheran
Transferred to St. John’s Lutheran

Deceased

Deceased







Shumaker, Don

Shumaker, Laurene

Stigall, James Edwin (Buddy)
Stigall, Gladys Hutson
Sheriden, G. Richard
Sheriden, Mary Lou

Simank, Carol Camp
Thompson, Jayne Anne Smith Henry
Thompson, Kenneth E.
Hemandez, Hector

Trudell, Jim

Vasquez, Heath William
Werchen, Wallace

Werchen, Fern

Ware, Joshua Jordon
Yeoman, Christi Genee Ash

Transferred to St. John’s Methodist
Transferred to St. John’s Methodist
Deceased
Deceased

Deceased







San Gabriel Christian Church Non-resident Members .

Baird, John Wayne
Baird, Misty

Burford, Carolyn Williams

Culp, Clayton

Culp, Wesley

Culp, Jon

Johnson, Candy
Johnson, Jillian
Gonzales, Marilyn
McAuliffe, Lori
McAuliffe, Darla
Hodges, Marilyn
Lopez, Oscar

Lopez, Andrew

Keller Jr., David Leigh
Sanderson, Celene
Scharff, Jessica Anne
Strickland, Dean Lloyd
Stevens, Warren
Turner, Taylor Clark

May 16, 2004

Cypress
Austin
Rockdale
Arkansas
California
Michigan
Killeen

Rogers
Dallas
Sacramento, California

Spring







Register of Sunday School Superintendents

Name

Baird, Jim

Baird, Arch
Whitfield, F. M.
Moore, J. G.
Fokes, C. N.
Glasscock
Whitfield, F. M,
Fokes, C. N.
Wright, George
Whitfield, F. M.
Wright, George
Robinson, I. N.
QOutlaw, Elmer A.
Robinson, I. N.
Outlaw, Elmer A,
Barclay, J. K. P.
Whitfield, F. M.
Johnson, W. T.
Camp, Harden H.
Clark, Harry O.
Johnson, W. T.
Duncan, Floyd
Conn, Allen

Clark, Harry Wayne
Guthrie, James (Buster)

Culp, Ned
Northcott, Gary

Date Elected

18
18__
1893
1894
1895
1896
1897
1900
1902
1904
1905
1907
1908
1909
1910
1911
1912
1913
1919
1930
1933
1935
1937
1956
1957
1958
2003.

- Oct.
Oct.
Oct.
Oct.

Oct.

Resigned Sept.
1958
Died June 14, 1998

Left Office

1894
1895
1896
1897
1899
1902
1903
1904
1906
1908
1909
1910
1911
1912
1913
1919
1930
1933
1935
1937
1956
1957







